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Participation in Nature Camp at Kakatiya University Level
13-09-2018
Venue: Japhargud in Janagaom district

About The Programme : OUR volunteer CH.koteswararao and kumari Roshini participated in
Kakatiya University Nature Camp at Japhargud in Janagaom district.

OUR VOLUNTEERS IN KAKATIYA UNIVERSITY NATURE CAMP-13nth SEPT.2018
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Bhathukamma festival celebrations at KU

13-10-2018
No. Of students Participated: 15
VENUE: Auditorium Kakatiya University, warangal
About The Programme: Dr. S. Jyothi Coordinator NSS , KU has conducted a university level;
celebration regarding BATHUKAMMA festival at the ground before the
auditorium, KU, Warangal. 15 volunteers from our college participated.
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Participated in Nantional Adventure Camp
05-11-2018 to 14-11-2018

VENUE : MANALI, HIMACHAL PRADESH.

Abo :
o ut The Programme : Our student Ch.Koteswara Rao ,BSc MPCs has participated in“NATIONAL
NTURE CAMP” at MANALI, HIMACHAL PRADESH from 5™ to 14nth November 2018
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Planning to deploy the volunteers for Assembly Elections
06 -12-2018 to 07 -12-2018

No. Of Participants: 50

Venue: S.R & B.G.N.R GOVT. ARTS & SCIENCE COLLEGE (A) khammam .

About the programme : PO’s of 10 NSS units along with 40 valentines are attended to SR&
BGNR GOVT. ARTS & SCIENCE COLLEGE (A). T.Jeevan kumar , NSS district programme convener
addressed gathering and distributed T-shirts of 700 to all units accordingly their volunteer

participation. Volunteers are distributed to various polling booths and listed the Monitoring PO’s to
different areas
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NSS PO TJEEVAN KUMAR ‘s Yoga Demo with our volunteers at
» KAKATIYA UNIVERSITY AUDITORIUM” as

the resource personon 20-06-2019
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Digging of Trenchings at Hill bottom

for rising ground water




Drug De-Addiction Awareness Campaign collaboration with NYK

26/9/2019
Venue: SR&BGNR Govt. Degree College , KHAMMAM

No. Of students Participated: 205

About The Programme: Drug De-Addiction Awareness Campaign collaboration with NYK programme is
conducted in our college Honorable district judge Sri Vinod sir attended as a chief guest and he has

given very good information about the damages of Drug usage and motivated well to become a good
citizen with good habits.
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Blood Donation

26-06-2021
No. Of Participants: 16

Venue: SR & BGNR GOVT. ARTS & SCIENCE COLLEGE (A), khammam .

About the programme : Emergency Blood Donation camp was conducted in the Campus with the

collaboration with district blood bank.
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Blood Donation
30-06-2021

No. Of Participants: 1
Venue: Govt hospital, khammam .

About the programme : Nss Volunteer donated Blood to Govt Hospital Khammam in Emergency
condition
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Blood Donation
12-08-2021

No. Of Participants: 1

Venue: Govt hospital ,khammam .

About the programme : Nss Volunteer donated Blood to Govt Hospital Khammam in Emergency
condition of a patient.

Blood Donation
04-09-2021

No. Of Participants: 1

Venue: Govt hospital, khammam .

About the p rogramme : Nss Volunteer donated Blood to Govt Hospital Khammam in Emergency
condition of a patient.




Blood Donation Camp

01-10-2021
No. Of Participants: 100
Venue: SR & BGNR GOVT. ARTS & SCIENCE COLLEGE (A), khammam .

About the p rogramme : Our NSS & NCC units with the collabaration of Lions Club conducted a Mega

Blood Donation Camp to District Blood Bank. Dr. Balu Sri & Dr. Shirisha madam have attended after the
procession of Blood Donation Awareness.
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Women empowerment cell Activities

For the year 2020-2021
1. Sreemathi Udyogini -1 on 29-12-2020

Women empowerment cell in association with the IQAC of the
SR&BGNR Govt.Degree college, organized a webinar-1

Awereness on gender sensatization and equality.
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SR&BGNR GOVERNMENT DEGREE ARTS AND
SCIENCE COLLEGE, KHAMMAM

A Certificate course on Garment making

(Eco bags Stitching)
By

Women empowerment cell

From 6-03-2021
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Nomen empowerment cell Activities
For the year 2018-2019

1 Awarenes_s program on Women issues on 6-10-2018
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Foreword

The role played by the Telugu Akademi in stabilizing Telugu Medium at the level of Higher
Education since its inception (1968) is well known. The Akademi has rendered needful
services to the student community at higher education level by publishing a number
of textbooks for Intermediate, Degree and P.G; reference Books, translations, popular
series, monographs, dictionaries, glossaries, readings; question banks for EAMCET are
being published over the years. Many of these books were reprinted a number of times
as per demand.

Academicians view that students of Higher Education and their efforts in learning
processes need not be limited to lessons in prescribed books but are also require to read
related books concerning the lessons. In view of the above, the Akademi is publishing
standard monographs, popular books, essays to facilitate goal of wider reading by the
students.

Recently in 2012, the UGC has set up a Task Force on Gender Sensitization. After
having extensive consultations throughout the country , the committee has put out
a report titled SAKSHAM. The Task Force noted that ‘one of the weakest aspects of
our institutions at higher education level is the lack of gender sensitivity’. It has also
observed that ‘gender sensitization is not a matter for students alone, but is required
in all Colleges and Universities and for all sections of the community - students, faculty
in all disciplines, support staff and in administration. The report has made several
recommendations to enhance gender equality in higher education. Introduction to
courses on gender sensitization is first and foremost thing. It has also noted that such
courses should address citizenship and rights, the nature of power, the problem of
violence, countering sexual harassment and issues related to equality and freedom,
as well as knowledge in matter of the law and rights. Such courses go a long way in
dispelling the myth that gender is about women.

Responding this report, many Universities in the country are coming forward to introduce
a course on Gender. JNTU, Hyderabad is the first University in the country to introduce
a new course on Gender Sensitization in Engineering and Pharmacy courses at B.Tech
IInd Year IInd semister for all branches of Engineering and Pharmacy courses from
the Academic Year 2015 - 2016 based on the directions of the UGC and Government
Telangana. In turn the JNTU has entrusted the task of publishing this book - Towards
a World of Equals : A Bilingual Textbook on Gender which is a compulsory paper for
B. Tech and B. Pharm courses.



Now in the academic year 2016-17 the Commissioner of Collegiate Education, Govt of
Telangana, decided to introduce this course in Govt. Degree Colleges and Autonomous
Degree Colleges in Telangana State under the scheme of RUSA, Govt of India.

We are indeed very much grateful to Ranjeev R Acharya, IAS, Principal Secretary to Govt.
of Telangana and Shailaja Ramaiyer, IAS, Incharge Vice Chancellor, JNTU, Hyderabad
and Vani Prasad, IAS, Commissioner Collegiate Education for their keen interest in
introducing this course at Higher Education level. The Akademi is deeply indebted to
them, for their valuable suggestions, cooperation in the publication of this book.

We are also thankful to the editors and writers of the text book for their valuable inputs
to this volume. We are grateful to the students, teachers and intellectuals for extending
their helping hands in all our efforts and we also expect the same in our future endeavors.

A. Satyanarayana Reddy
Director, Telugu Akademi
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preface

The gender question today occupies some space both in national and internauona]
policy matters. However, it is invariably treated as an add-on to policy matters and
decisions, and not as constitutive of policy frameworks. Education and education
policies must acknowledge the centrality of gender in the making of citizens and civil
society. The new State of Telangana has raised the expectations of people, particularly
the youth which looks forward to a truly democratic society. The introduction of courses
on gender at the undergraduate level indicates that the Government recognizes this
is not possible without the participation of women.

Given its history of women's participation in several people’'s movements and the emergence
of an autonomous women's movement, the Telangana state must create more space
for women in every sphere. It should also sensitize itself and its people to issues of
gender. In Telangana, the, women's literacy rate is 57.92% whereas the male ljteracy
rate is 74.95%. The child sex ratio is becoming more balanced. But the state continues
to rank very high in crimes against women according to National Crime Records Bureauy
statistics.

Many of us understand gender as issues concerning women and their rights. It is
about safeguarding women's rights to ensure gender justice. This is an over-simplistic
way of understanding gender. We may ask, since women have constitutionally guaranteed
rights to equality in India as in most democratic countries, why is so much discrimination
and so much violence directed against women? There is no simple answer to this
question. Violence and discrimination find their roots in many complex social structures
of power and in historically evolved hierarchical institutions of civil society, from the
family to the State. Every country has its own history and socio-political structures.
India. with its diverse communities and caste system, has a variety of customs and
norms that position women as an inferior or as a lesser being. in relation to men, in
relation to family, and in relation to religion and society. We can even find religious
sanction for this in texts and mythology as interpreted by religious authorities, who
are, more often than not, men. Nonetheless, there are some societies which are
matriarchal and some tribes where women do have an equal, even superior status
than men.

Modern nation-states which swear by democracy, and have democratic constitutions
which recognize the principle of freedom and equality to men and women, are not free
from discrimination, and even from discriminatory laws and customs which treat women
as subordinate to men. They are also not free from racial and other discriminations.
How do we understand the resistance to 33% reservation for women in the law-making
bodies in India? Women are seen as biologically/physically weak, socially backward.
inferior to men, less intelligent, etc. Patriarchy rules the relations between men and



women, and between them and the soclo-political structures. It is essential to understand
these relations of power that socially construct women and men for deepening our
understanding of discrimination and violence. Gender is about these relations of power
between men and women as they are socially constructed.

An understanding of gendered social relations and of the politics of power will enable
us to understand why, despite several public policy interventions for the empowerment
of women, women continue to be marginalized in politics, and continue to be harassed
in the family and society. This is a deeply disturbing feature of our society.

Part of the explanation for such a situation must be sought in the way girls and boys
are socialized. How do families treat their daughters and sons? Why are sons given
preferential treatment? These very processes of socialization are also contingent on
the material conditions in which one lives, on one's status in society.

The denial of equal social privileges to marginalized castes and adivasis, and their
difficulty in accessing democratic institutions, creates tensions between different sections
of society. Violence finds its roots in the very social structures of privilege and deprivation.
Some find religious sanction for women's subordination within the family and in marriage.
This deprives women of equal humanity. As girls and boys are socialized in ways that
alienates them from fellow beings, a loss of a sense of dignity as human beings sets in,
and gender relations are rendered difficult and violent. Our beliefs and attitudes are
shaped by history leaving us with deep-rooted prejudices and animosity towards those
who are “not like us.” Prejudice, envy, and hatred then become the sources of violence.
Every stage of human history is a struggle against such prejudice and injustice, and
for a better world.

Women have struggled to reclaim their sense of being and dignity. It is their struggles
and engagement with the structures of power in the family, in the institutions of civil
society, and at workplaces that undermine hegemonic relations, thereby developing
creative tensions in society. Several public policies and laws are the result of such
struggles. Yet legal remedies, indispensable as they are, do not necessarily bear the
desired result.

As dalit and minority women assert their identities and demand their rights to education,
to work with dignity, social policies of the State must acknowledge them as citizens
with rights and legislate accordingly. As new issues and questions emerge with regard
to sexuality and the sexual orientations of women and men, the State and society
must learn to address them in an inclusive way. Sensitizing ourselves to these issues

of gender will go a long way in paving the way to a more democratic and humane
society.

This textbook is an endeavour in that direction.

Rama Melkote
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Gender

WHY SHOULD WE STUDY IT?

What is gender and why should we
study it? Simply defined, gender is the
physical and/or social condition of being
male or female. The interesting thing
is that different societies and different
cultures have different ideas of what
it means to be man or woman,
masculine or feminine. What is more,
even within the same society, these
ideas change over time. Your idea of
femininity or masculinity may be
different from that of your parents.

Why should we study gender? The most
important reason may be that the
experience of gender is emotionally
charged for everyone, and especially
so for young adults. Being a woman or
being a man is a source of different
kinds of pleasure and many positive
emotions. But the experience can also
be painful, confusing and a source of
many anxieties. We all know that
relationships between men and women
are also shadowed by violence, both
physical and psychological.

However, these experiences and
emotions are rarely talked about. And
only recently have we begun to actually
study and discuss them. In the next
Unit, which is about growing up as male
or female, a well-known educationalist
recalls that when he was growing up,
girls and boys were segregated outside
the home. He puzzled continuously over
gender-related questions, but received
no help in thinking them through. We
hope this course will provide some
“help” with your thinking!

A few years ago, a song by Dhanush,
“Why dis kolaveri, kolaveri di?" went

viral. In a humourous mixture of broken
English and street Tamil (Tanglish!),
a young man asks a young woman why
she is so angry.! The singer’'s point
seems to be: We live in a modern world.
Why can’'t men and women just be
friends now? The word “just” in the
previous sentence suggests there are
no real problems that stand in the way
of such friendship.

So the first question is: Are there no
problems? In the “Kolaveri” song the
young man touches on the question of
class-caste relations. (He discusses it
in terms of being fair or being dark).
Should such things matter, the singer
asks. He is right—they should not
matter. But the problem is that they
do! What is more, class-caste power
is not simply something in the mind.
It is structured into society. We
encounter it every day and in most of
the different contexts we move in.

Gender is another key axis of inequality.
Women have had to fight against bias,
discrimination and violence in many
spheres of life. The struggle is for
equality as well as dignity. In the
process they have opened up questions
that have enriched our understanding
of personal relations, psychology. social
formations, culture, politics, law, sports
and even science. New work on
masculinity has further developed the
study of gender.

We should also note that it is those
who hold power that are generally happy
with things as they are. They find it
difficult to understand what the
“kolaveri” is all about! What is more.

1 A century ago, Rokeya Sakhawat Hossein wrote “Sultana’s Dream,” a story that is an even more
humourous take on how women see men! We have put it on the website for your enjoyment.



they are quick to complain if they sense
any change that questions their position
or displaces their authority.

However, we suggest that both women
and men stand to gain from a world
in which they are equal. What is more,
society also stands to gain from this
equality. As we write this in 2015,
many newspapers carry reporis of a
worldwide study which shows why
fathers need to be more involved with
raising children: “"an involved father
would yield a multitude of benefits, at
both the family and the national

2

levels.™?

This course introduces you to some of
the many issues that come in the way
of gender equality and good
relationships. If you look at the Contents
pages of this book you will get a sense
of these issues. You will also see that
the final sections in this textbook are
about friendships--but friendships that
are “just” in another sense—the sense
that is connected to justice and

equality. Truly just relationships are
between equals.

A well-known slogan from the 1970s
is “"Women Hold up Half the Sky!" Men
hold up the other half—even if they
sometimes think they hold up the whole
sky!

Equality is of course what nations and
nationalism are also all about. A modern
nation stands for liberty from bondage
of all kinds; for equality and
“brotherhood” between its citizens: for
justice and the rule of law as against
violence and the rule of strength; for
democracy. What is more, the nation
as a political unit aims for the good
life - in other words, security and
happiness for all its citizens. Attention
to the gender question expands and
extends the scope of our nationalism.

+
e

Both halves of the sky need (g be |,
to the gop

up. And finally, in a gen
question expands and exteng, :'E:
scope of our nationalism. Both l‘alyh'
ol the sky need to be held up, 4
finally, In a democracy equals

¢
logether to study and discusg e

that concern them. This (g what '
also aim to do through this Courge f
Points to discuss: Y

1. Why have we printed the wor(
“brotherhood” in quotes?

2. Can you think of a famgy,
slogan from history that €Xpresseg
the ideas that  underje
nationalism? [Hint: The French
Revolution]

If not, can you make up a slogan?

——

Milestones in the history of gende
equality

It should give you some pleasure to note
that in India we have had an important
history of government initiatives and
laws directed at creating gender
equality. Although it is true that laws
are not the whole story, laws are very
important. It is also important to know
what kinds of behavior are regarded
as criminal and can invite legal
punishment. What follows is a very brief
account of the most important
milestones in gender equality.

Independent India was among the very
first countries in the world to have
universal suffrage. Women got the right
to vote in 1935, at the same time as
men. In many countries, including some
European countries, this happened
much later. Article 14 of the Indian
Constitution guarantees the equality
of all citizens.

2 Read on our website,

“Why fathers need to be more motherly.” You can also read this article at

http://www.thehindu .com/features/magazine/g—sampath-on-unequal-distrlbution-of-care-

responsibilities-at-home/article7512453.ece.



Given this history, the 1975 Status
of Women Report came as a shock.
This is because it demonstrated that
the condition of the vast majority of
women had deteriorated since
independence. What is more, the pace
at which the deterioration was taking
place had accelerated over the years.
There was a declining sex ratio. Women
were excluded from new jobs that had
been created with industry and
modernization. The number of women
in all elected bodies was declining.
Rural girls did not go to school, or, if
they did, they dropped out rapidly.

For scholars and administrators the
questions were: How did this happen?
Also, how did their belief in
constitutional guarantees and
modernization turn out to be so
deceptive? How did the education they

had received make the marginalization
of women invisible?

The report came out at a time when
other questions were also being raised—
about violence in the family (beginning
with dowry deaths); sexual violence and
custodial rape by the police and in
hostels; about wages and property
rights. Women's groups all over the
country took up these issues. One of
the very first groups of this kind was
the Progressive Organization of Women,
formed by Osmania University Women
Students in Hyderabad in 1973: also
in Hyderabad, was the autonomous
women’s organization, Stree Shakti
Sanghatana, formed in 1978. Academics
began to ask why the humanities and

social sciences had remained blind to
these issues.

Another shocking fact was that many
laws were so formulated that it was
very difficult for women to get justice.
Patriarchal attitudes were present in
the law and In the functioning of courts.
There was a call for law reform and
for the passing of new laws. In the
Sections on “Domestic Violence:

Speaking Oul,” “Sexyal Har
Say No!™ and “Thinking abo,
Violence,” you will get 4 sense of the
speclal laws that have been Introduceq
to support women in fighting against
violence, These speclal laws are framec|
keeping in mind the unique form 0-[
violence experienced by women—g
violence which s often invisible ang
taken as natural. Not only new lawsg
but also changes in the Infrastructyre
such as women'’s police stations and
courts have been introduced to enable
women to make complaints.

It Sexya)

The 73rd amendment to the Indian
Constitution, passed in 2009, provides
for the reservation for women of one-
third of the seats in village Panchayats.
This major legislation was aimed at
correcting the imbalance between men
and women in political representation

and ensuring more attention to issues
that concern women.

At the same time we need to remember
that gender issues extend beyond law
and government policy. The sphere of
everyday life calls for serious attention.
The discussions in the lessons that
follow will introduce you to some of
these issues. We have tried to do so
through autobiographical accounts,
stories, films and of course informative
lessons and discussions.

You will find that all the material is
available both in Telugu and in English.
We hope that this will help all students
grasp the ideas—and maybe also
improve their English and Telugu. Our
aim was to provide enjoyable readings,
information and discussions. We hope
you will also actively use the additional
material available on our website.

Watch the film “Ammayi" made by
Mohana Krishna Indraganti. The film
Is inspired by Jamalica Kincaid's short
plece, "Girl." We will be discussing both
these in the next Unit.
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Socialization

MAKING WOMEN, MAKING MEN

2.1 INTRODUCTION

Before we leave for college or go to work,
most of us look into a mirror. We see
an image of ourselves. Bul if we ask:
“Who exactly is looking at this image?”
things get a little more complicated.
It is true that the eyes that actually
see the image belong to the person who
is looking. But at another level—and
this is more interesting—she (or he)
is looking through the eyes of others
who will see her. She checks her image
out carefully, worrying about what they
will think. She combs her hair and
arranges it around her face to look good
to people she wants to please. (And
sometimes maybe to shock people she
wants to shock!) She adjusts that image
to make the right impression on her
teachers: on someone who may be
interviewing her for a job; on a boy or
girl she likes; on her special gang of
friends. Finally she leaves the house
with a face that is acceptable to society
and one that she is happy with (mostlyt).

It is her own face—but it is also a social
face.

This is also an illustration of the process
through which society shapes and trains
people to become social individuals.
Social scientists call this process
socialization.

From childhood, boys and girls are
trained to be the kind of people their
society wants. The training begins
early—in the family. This “training”
continues in schools through teachers,
textbooks, games and other activities.
Boys especially learn a great deal about
“being a man” from friends (peer
groups). Songs, films, and stories add
to it. Nowadays, companies talk about

soclalizing employees Into the culture
of the organization,

In the process of growing up and
becoming adults, children are supposed
to absorb that training and make it their
own. Sometimes the training is subtle,
sometimes it is harsh. Girls and boys
learn the correct forms of behaviour,
play, dress and so on. Girls become
shy, soft, and afraid: they also learn
to remain silent even when insulted
or attacked (this is often regarded as
preparation for marriage).

You may have heard a famous
saying by the French philosopher,
Simone de Beauvoir: “One is not
born a woman but rather
becomes a woman.” In other
words, gender is not natural—it
is socially shaped. We learn how
to behave as women and men and
we perform those roles.

The important thing to understand is
that femininity and masculinity are not
something babies are born with. They
are shaped into socially acceptable men
and women. In this Unit, we will read
and discuss five accounts of growing
up. You will have seen the film Ammayi
made by Mohana Krishna Indraganti.
His film, as well as Jamiaca Kincaid's
now-famous piece, "Girl' capture the
process through which socialization
happens, its relentlessness, its
Irrationality and its violence. We also
need to understand that society has
different messages for different women.
In the extract from the story “Radam,”
we get a glimpse of the terrible risks
faced by a girl who is “chosen” by
powerful upper-caste men to be a jogini.
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Boys are supposed (o be strong, rough,
dnininnling: they are not supposed o
feel fear, express emotion or cry. 'I'hc)ﬁ
worry a great deal about "performance.
This is related Lo career success, sexual
prowess or capability, and the
requirement that they have to lead and
control—even il it is done violenlly.
Such ideas ol masculinity make it
difficult for men to have happy intimate
relationships with women.

*Growing up Male"” by Krishna Kumar
further explores these issues from the
perspective of a boy growing up in a
small town in India. In “I was a boy of
nine when it happened,” Dr Ambedkar
recounts an experience that made him
understand who he was for society. The
final piece, by Khadeer Babu, is a
delightful story about a boy who is poor
and. what is more, doesn't speak
Telugu at home. He is laughed at and
dismissed by his teachers and the
students they consider “clever.” The
story is about all this—and his
heartwarming fight for his image.

Joopaka Subhadra's powerful account
of a friendship at school that broke
social boundaries is on the website.
Also on the website is another story
by Khadeer Babu, “Half Price, Three-
fourths, Bajji Bajji.” (We won't say
more about it. Just enjoy it!)

One of the reasons for the new interest
in gender socialization is that it is
producing unacceptable results.
Scholars and activists are asking: Is
the violence in our society connected
to the socialization of men into
masculinity? Is it right to treat the
environment of harassment that girls
have to endure, and the anxieties that
boys experience as "normal”? Can it
not be changed (o enable women and
men to enjoy happy and meaninglul
relationships?

And finally: not all girlg want

sofl—they also want to be Stron ,lo be
games, lake risks, climp mOurE’t' la,
Boys also need Lo express emolion.mm
can be afraid, sympathize with pe- lh”‘i
care for others, or write Poetry (;plf,
good if everyone, girls and boys 'a“lkh
is sensitive, kind and strong, L

Masculinity and hair styles

Look at the picture titled “Clasgjc Gent
Cutting Styles.” '
This is the kind of chart you finq in ;
barber’'s shop and in some beayty
parlours. Each hairstyle Tequireg
careful cutting and combing. Eac is
different. A customer may take a |,

time to decide exactly which style he
likes. But when we look at thenm all
together, in this chart, we also see thy
there is very little difference betweep
the men who are all struggling to look
good and male in very similar ways.
These styles date back to the early
2000s. Of course men's hair styles and

expressions of masculinity change over
time.

Points to discuss: 1

Are today's styles different? Do

they express a different sense of
being male? |

]
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5.2 PREPARING FOR
WOMANHOOD

-Girl,” written by the well-known
caribbean writer Jamaica Kincaid, was
first published in The New Yorkerin 1978.
This story reads like a waterfall of
instructions by a mother to her daughter,
a young girl who probably is around 12-
13 years old. You will notice that there are
no full stops in the piece, only semi-colons!
The girl receives instructions about
housework—/rom washing clothes to
cleaning the house, from cooking to sewing
and mending! There are also instructions
on how to walk, how to eat, who to talk to
and who not to. You may have heard such
instruction in your house too. What is most
interesting is that the mother not only wants
to teach the girl housework but is also
anxious to teach her something else. She
wants to teach her to be a good girl, or, to
put it more accurately, she wants to train
her to be a girl that everyone in society
will recognize as a good and respectable
girl! Twice the girl tries to respond, without
success. Please read the slightly abridged
version we have given below.

Girl

Wash the white clothes on Monday and
put them on the stone heap:; wash the
color clothes on Tuesday and put them
on the clothesline to dry; don't walk
bare head in the hot sun; cook pumpkin
fritters in very hot sweet oil; soak your
little cloths right after you take them
off; when buying cotton to make yourself
a nice blouse, be sure that it doesn’t
have gum on it, because that way it
won't hold up well after a wash; soak
salt fish overnight before you cook it;
is it true that you sing benna in Sunday
school?; always eat your food in such
a way that it won't turn someone else's
stomach; on Sundays (ry to walk like
a lady and not like the slut you are so
bent on becoming; don't sing benna in

Sunday school; you mustn't Speak
b
wharf-rat boys, not evenp to g,
directions; don’t eat fruits Ongu:,
street—flies will follow you; by Ido :
sing benna on Sundays at alj and ney, '
in Sunday school; this is how tq Se:
on a button; this is how to Make ,
button-hole for the button you haye Ju d
. 8
sewed on; this is how to hem j dres,
when you see the hem coming dy,
and so to prevent yourself from looklng
like the slut I know you are so bent oy
becoming; this is how you iron your
father's khaki shirt so that it doesn1
have a crease; this is how you iron your
father’'s khaki pants so that they don'
have a crease; this is how you groy
okra—far from the house, because okra
tree harbors red ants; when you are
growing dasheen, make sure it gets
plenty of water or else it makes your
throat itch when you are eating it; this
is how you sweep a corner; this is how
you sweep a whole house; this is how
you sweep a yard; this is how you smile
to someone you don't like too much;
this is how you smile to someone you
don’t like at all; this is how you smile
to someone you like completely; this
is how you set a table for tea; thisis
how you set a table for dinner; this is
how you set a table for dinner with an
important guest; this is how you seta
table for lunch; this is how you set 2
table for breakfast; this is how to behave
in the presence of men who don't know
you very well, and this way they won'
recognize immediately the slut I have
warned you against becoming; be sure
to wash every day...; don't squat down
to play marbles—you are not a boy. you
know; don't pick people's flowers—you
might catch something;...this is ho¥
to make a bread pudding; this is ho¥
to make doukona; this is how to make
pepper pot: this is how to make a good
medicine for a cold;...this is how
catch a fish; this is how to throw back
a fish you don't like, and that W&




something bad won't fall on you: this
is how to bully a man; ...this is how to
love a man; and if this doesn't work
there are other ways:...this is how Lo
make ends meet; always squeeze bread
to make sure it's fresh; but what if the
baker won't let me feel the bread?; you
mean to say that after all you are really
going to be the kind of woman who the
baker won't let near the bread?

-

Points to discuss:

1. Are boys taught housework
while growing up? Discuss your
experiences at home.

2. Do you think both boys and girls
should learn how to cook, clean
and wash?

3. Do mothers alone give
instructions like those listed in
“Girl”? Have you heard these from
others in the family like, fathers,
grandparents, uncles and aunts,
and even neighbours?

We will now read an excerpt from “Radam”
(Raw Wound), a short story by the
Telangana writer, Gogu Shyamala. In this
excerpt, the little girl (the protagonist of the
story) wakes up and finds herselfin the
middle of preparations for her departure
to school in the town far away. The air is
thick with anxiety and despair which she
cannot understand, yet she follows
instructions obediently and flees from the
village, along with her father, to a
residential school in a town where she will
be admitted. The reason for this is that
the sarpanch (also the most powerful
landlord) of the village wants to designate
her as a “jogini,” i.e., a "sacred” woman
whose life is dedicated to the service of
god, and the sexual salisfaction of the
landlords and elite of the village. Naming

a Madiga woman as a “jogini” is one feature
of upper-caste power in Telangana. The
excerpl shows us that for some madiga
girls poverty (s not the only obstacle to
education. They must flght against the cruel
soclal customs that oppress them and their

Jamily; must take great risks (defy the

orders of the landlord, face great violence
and even leave their lands and their village)
in order to educate their young girls.
Growing up as a girl, then, is not the same
experience for all girls. Do read the entire
story that is available on the website.

Radam—An excerpt

My mother roused me before the cock
crowed. She took me out and gave me
some charcoal for my teeth. “Brush your
teeth quickly and I will braid your hair.”
she said.

“Why did you wake me up now?” I
grumbled.

She replied, “Don’t speak loudly.”
Hearing her tone I felt nervous and
my sleep evaporated. As I quickly
finished brushing my teeth and came
into the house, 1 found my appa awake.
He was arranging some papers and
clothes in the suitcase. I watched him.
and silently went to my mother at the
stove. “Have you finished, my dear?”
she said, pushing the firewood into the
stove. "Unbraid your plaits,” she said.

I looked a question. *“Why this hurry?”
She pacified me with a nod. 1 nodded
back in assent. After she had tied the
rotte bundle, she combed my hair. "Such
thick and long hair! How will this little
girl comb it herself every day?” she
muttered, and then to me she said,
"Don’t light with other girls. Be friendly

with everybody. Do each other's
braids.”



1 then understood that 1 was going Lo
{he hostel at Taandur. I am supposed
to go in two months, aren't 1? Why

now?” | asked.

At that moment, my grandmother
gangavva woke up and spoke almost
in her sleep, “The plague be on them!
May they die and their waist-cord be
thr-o\vn into the treel May their eating
and shitting be stopped!” she cursed.
“They have had an eye on us. It seems
someone in the past laid a rule for our
family—one of us must become a jogini.
And we have to follow this rule—like
that of a god. Curse that god! Doesn’t
he have children? A lineage? What sin
have we committed? They have come
like Yama himself to spoil our child’s
life.” She began weeping. My mother
leapt to Sangavva's side, held her
shoulders and said to her, “This is no
time to cry aloud. You will be heard
and the news will find its way to the
landlords. If they come to know, father
and daughter will not leave the village
today. Don't cry my dearest mother-
in-law. Keep your mind strong,” she
said.

“Why do you cry, mother? Our god is
with us and we will go as far as we
can with our strength. I will never put
my child in bondage and grief!” Appa
said to Sangavva. She raised her head
and looked at us. She wiped her red
glowering eyes and said, “Yes my son.
You have said what I feel in my belly.
This family will not commit such an
act. We cannot make this child a jogini.
My mother, my grandmother, my great
grandmother—nobody could point a
finger at them! However much the
landlords insist, don’t give in. In the
end, even if they put a sword to your
neck, stay true. Keep the family's
honour up, my son.”

Wwhat was this commotlon.._whd'
a jogini? I didn't ask. I would “Om
know by and by. But my mingq dld
stop wondering. I kept listenjp,
village seemed (o be thinking aboug
It was clear that the matter y h
was like a prickly thorn bush! Thdlw
why my family was so concerneq, Th,
much I understood. Then mother s
“If we sit talking about this, it will
dawn and you won't be able to |¢,,,
Hurry!”

My father wore his freshly washeqd dhee
and shirt, tied the striped towe] to I
head, put the black shawl gp hi
shoulder. He picked up the suite,,
in one hand, his wire-wound staff
the other. He touched his motp,.
Sangavva's feet. He told me to do m,
same. I fell at her feet too. “Go safej
my children. May your task i
successful”, she blessed us. My mothe
woke my brothers up and said, “Wak
up, my sons. Your sister is going
the hostel. Send them off,” she sa
and had them touch my feet. “g:
careful,” she said to us.

Silently, we left the village. It wasz
hour to dawn. The morning star hadr
yet appeared. The Three Plough Spik=
constellation was high in the sky. Tk
moon shone bright on the path. ¥
father strode ahead and I ran to keg
up with him. The path was slushy. T
frogs in the paddy field croaked loud:
and as we passed, leapt into the wae
with a series of plops. The snakes®
the plot boundaries slithered into t
fields. We had to cross the village bord
by dawn. We had to go beyond &
Mampuru lotus lake to the bus stop’
mile ahead and board a bus to Taand
We reached the road just as the !
came.
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Points to discuss:

Now that you have read the two
lexts, let's think a little bit.

1. Does the girl in the excerpt from

"Radam” like what is happening
to her?

2.1s being good the same for boys
and girls?

3. Make a list of qualities for a
good girl and a good boy. After you
h

Ave made them, compare the two
lists. Are they the same?

4. If they are not, discuss with

your classmates what the
differences are?

S. Have You heard the words,
“chastity” ang “virginity"? What do
they mean? are they important
Qualities for both boys and girls?

6. Let us now watch the film
\Mmayj again. You will be in a
better

Position to appreciate it
after thege discussions.

S




2.3 GROWING UP MALE

In “Growing up Male”™ the eminent
educationalist, Krishna Kumar, thinks back
to his own experience as a boy. He does
this in order to better understand, (i) being
a man in our society, and (ii) how schools
can help improve the way girls and boys,
men and women, relate to each other today.
Segregation, in society as well as in
schools, is a major problem. Girls are
restricted to protected spaces. They are
not encouraged to play or move around with
ease in public places. Boys play in the open.
occupy the street. Without ordinary,
everyday contact with girls, boys stop
thinking of them as individuals. Girls
become a “great mystery” that boys have
to painfully solve—without help from
adults. Hence. as men they end up Jearing
women and feeling that the only way to
relate to women is to dominate and control
them.

Towards the end of the essay the author
suggests that since conventional
socialization gives rise to so many
problems, schools should be places of
“counter-socialization.” By this he means
that education should try and change the
way society socializes women and men.
You may find the idea of counter-
socialization useful in thinking about the
issues of inequality raised in the excerpts
Jrom the story “Radam,” Dr Ambedkar’s
account of his childhood experiences, and
Khadeer Babu's story about the school
anniversary celebrations.

Think about the following
questions as you read:

Boys: Does this description fit your

experience of growing up male? If
not, how?

Girls: Does this description help
you understand boys better?

Growing up Male

... In my boyhood, the most signy
event that shaped my map of meng
women's positions in the world Wasy,
entry into a state-run all-p,,
secondary school, after finishing th,
primary grades . . . One got 8o useq "
being with girls and to seeing ty,,
as ordinary children that it prey,,
almost traumatic to move up (g,
secondary school where all childre,
were boys and even the teachers y,
all men. This sudden separation fry,
girls made no sense at first; a ljy,
later it led us to see girls as enigm;
[mysterious; hard to understand]; ay
finally, we accepted it as a protectiy
that society had offered us against th
danger of coming in contact with;
female human before we were reaq
for such contact. This rationalizing too
years; it was a tedious [long and tiring
process, demanding tremendous
amounts of psychic energy; and, o
course, we never had access to anadut
to ask any questions about the grea
mystery of girls and their separation
from us.

The great mystery of girls

Girls went to a school that was designé
conspicuously differently from the bog
school. In the centre of the girls’ scho
was a courtyard where they played
total seclusion and safety from th
outside world. Across all these year
since childhood, 1 can still hear i
shouts of girls playing games in thd
courtyard—shouts that we heard frof
our side of a broken wall we often toy®
with the idea of climbing. Enclosed™
a ring of classrooms, Ashok trees and
the wall, the girls’ school was leg!
accessible through a twenty foot hi¢
iron gate that was opened only ¥
a day—to let the girls in and to It
them out. The boys' school had no suct

L T i S o B S S
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courtyard or major entrance. Our
playground was an annexe, just a big
space attached to the school, devoid
of any symbolism of confinement. This
architectural difference between boys’
and girls’ schools is an important aspect
of our school culture and it has
persisted to this day.

Every evening we watched those
hundreds of school girls in their blue
skirts walking home in silent clusters
of six or seven, crowding the narrow
streets of the small town in a compact,
neat style. As they walked, they looked
impossibly purposeful. We boys used the
street for so many different things—
as a place to stand around watching,
to run around and play, to try out the
maneuverability of our bicycles. Not so
for girls. As we noticed all the time,
for girls the street was simply g means
to get straight home from school. And
even for this limited use of .the street
they always went in clugf€rs. perhaps
because behind their purposeful
demeanou;r_,.,}l‘ook. behaviour] they
carried tHe worst fears of being
assaulted. Watching those silent
clusters for years eroded my basic
sense of endowing individuality to every
human being. I got used to believing
that girls are not individuals....

Domination

Aggressive behaviour and the desire
to look ferocious, combined with and
arising from a deep fear of women, were
common among us by the time we came
to the final years of the secondary
school...Some of the boys who were
older talked about marriage as an event
that involved tremendous risk and
adventure. We had learnt from
textbooks, songs, dramas and lectures
about the great celibate saints and poets
of the Bhakti period. In the lives and
personal development of some of them,
we thought freedom from women had

played an important role. We had also
read some verses written during the
Riti period, and some of these,
especially the ones we were supposed
to read during undergraduate classes
of Hindi literature, gave such precise
descriptions of the female body that
even our teachers felt too embarrassed
to read them aloud.

To us it appeared that marriage was
the only sure means to get close to a
woman, and we found it very ironical
and cruel that this one means was
fraught with an impossible challenge
and personal risk. No one seemed to
know precisely what the challenge or
risk was, but it was unquestioned
knowledge that if you did not want to
be defeated by a girl you must dominate
her. Boasting about one's strength was
extremely common. Some of the older
boys were devout worshippers of
Hanuman and Shiva—in that order—
and they firmly believed that these gods
were especially meant for men...In the
first part of his autobiography Kya
bhooloon kya yaad karoon, the Hindi
poet Harivanshrai Bachchan describes
in great elaboration the tremendous
anxiety he had to go through in the
months preceding his marriage...

The crucial part of growing up male
was to learn to see girls as objects. I
say “learn” because I still remember
my perception of girls before | had begun
to see them as objects and that my
perception then was very different from
what it became later. The sources of
learning were many, the most important
among them being other boys. Our
contact with girls was minimal, in the
sense that we hardly ever talked to
any girl who was not a relative. And.
of course, a sister did not count as a
girl. On the other hand, we saw
hundreds of girls each day of our lives—
girls we could never hope to talk to.



We saw cinema posters and sometimes
films, which mostly veered around
cardboard female characters. Some of
us read books that verged on
pornography, where the treatment of
the female was like that of a lifeless
object that has no capacity to either
suffer or enjoy. The conversations we
overheard around us often consisted
of references to women as a problem,
and some of these conversations were
among women themselves. I can recall
several conversations among old women
referring to girls as temporary property
(for the family).

Equally profound was the influence of
abusive terms that many boys used all
the time even in the presence of adults,
including teachers. These terms were
metaphors of sexual intercourse, and
the terms mostly referred to different
categories of men; so, one learnt to
see men as belonging to different types
and levels of mettle or perdition,
depending on who they had subjected
to intercourse. In brief, as a boy I was
surrounded by a powerful discourse that
delineated girls and women as sex
objects, with little or nothing of their
own in life in terms of sensation or
demand.

Counter-socialization

This kind of discussion leads one to
wonder whether socialization is a
closed process. Such a thought finds
fertile ground in the commonly held
view that the school and community
should be complementary to each other
in socializing the young. If one accepts
this principle of complementariness,
then there is no hope for changing the
prevailing code of sex-typing through
education, which means that there is
no hope that education can intervene
in the cultural reproduction of
entrenched sex roles. Yet,

educationists never tire of telling ,
world that education is an agep,, '
change. How does one get out of thor
contradiction? I think the way |, l
to propose counter-socialization 5 lha

‘school's domain. That is, we neeq

see the school as an institution “’Ork]nl
in harmony with the community o, thi
larger society in the matter of Sex-m]:
socialization. On the contrary, we Negg
to perceive the school in conflict vy
the community’'s code of socializayg,

This line of thought would lead y; to
reflect on the ways and means by wh,
the school can act as a counter.
socializer in sex role learning. If the
community believes in segregating th,
sexes during adolescence, the schy
must set an alternative example by
mixing the sexes. Similarly, while th
larger social ethos offers stereotype
models of men’s and women’s roles,
the school must insist that the aduy]t
working in it will not act in stereotypeq
and stereotyping ways. In the worlg
outside the school, knowledge about
sex is taboo; in the school, such
knowledge must be accessible.

Cinema and television cash in on
conservative images of women and
men; the school’'s media—that is,
textbooks and other materials—should
offer images and symbols that
motivate the reader to look at human
beings in terms of their own struggl
for an identity, rather than as reciting
prefabricated conversations. And
finally, if acceptance of the prevailing
order and its norms is what society
demands, then the school should
demand the spirit of inquiry and offer
opportunities to practise it. If all this
sounds an idealistic tall order, then
one must remember that the agend
of changing women's place and role i
society is no different.

t
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Points to discuss:

1. How many of you have studied
In a school that was only for boys
or only for girls?

2. Do you agree with Krishna
Kumar that such segregation
comes in the way of boys and girls

Interacting comfortably in different
situations?

3. Krishna Kumar suggests that
the lack of interaction leads to a
fear of women. And that this is
€onnected to the violence against

them. Think carefully about his
statement.

4. The author talks about “counter-
Soclalization.” Do you see it
happening around you anywhere?
(This course is one attempt at
counter-socialization!)




2.4 FIRST LESSONS IN CASTE

All of you must have heard of Dr B R
Ambedkar (1891-1956), a very important
national leader and architect of the Indian
constitution. He was also the primary
spokesperson for the dalits (former
untouchables) in our country. Ambedkar's
family was from Ratnagiri district in
Maharashtra. His father had left their
hereditary occupation as a Mahar to worlk
in the British Army. After retirement he
worked as a cashier in Goregaon. This is
an account written by Ambedkar himself
which tells us about a journey from Dapoli
to Goregaon. He was nine years old at that
time and was going, with other children
in the family, to spend the summer vacation
with his father. At the end of this excerpt
Ambedkar discusses how he learnt that
Jor society he was an untouchable!

“I was a boy of nine when it
happened”

...Great preparations were made. New
shirts of English make, bright,
bejewelled caps, new shoes, new silk-
bordered dhotis were ordered for the
journey. My father had given us all the
particulars regarding our journey and
had told us to inform him on which
day we were starting so that he would
send his peon to the railway station
to meet us and to take us to Goregaon.

The railway station was 10 miles from
our place and a tonga (a one-horse
carriage) was engaged to take us to
the station. We were dressed in the
new clothing specially made for the
occasion and we left our home full of

joy...

When we reached the station my
brother bought the tickels and gave me
and my sister's son two annas each
as pocket money to be spent at our
pleasure. We at once began our career

of riotous living and each ordered 4
bottle of lemonade. After a short while
the train whistled in and we boardeq
it as quickly as we could for fear of
being left behind. We were told to
detrain at Masur, the nearest railway
station to Goregaon.

The train arrived at Masur at about 5
in the evening and we got down with
our luggage. In a few minutes all the
passengers who had got down from the
train had gone away to their
destination. We four children remained
on the platform looking out for my father
or his servant whom he had promised
to send. Long did we wait, but no one
turned up. An hour elapsed and the
station-master came to enquire. He
asked us for our tickets. We showed
them to him. He asked us why we
tarried. We told him that we were bound
for Goregaon and that we were waiting
for father or his servant to come, but
that neither had turned up and that
we did not know how to reach
Goregaon. We were well-dressed
children. From our dress or talk no one
could make out that we were children
of untouchables. Indeed the station-
master was quite sure we were
Brahmin children and was extremely
touched at the plight in which he found
us. As is usual among the Hindus, the
station-master asked us who we were.
Without a moment's thought I blurted
out that we were Mahars. He was
stunned. His face underwent a sudden
change. We could see that he was
overpowered by a strange feeling of
repulsion. As soon as he heard my
reply, he went away to his room and
we stood where we were. Fifteen to
twenty minutes elapsed; the sun was
almost setting. Father had not turned
up nor had he sent his servant. and
now the station-master had also left
us. We were quite bewildered, and the
joy and happiness which we felt at the
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beginning of the journey gave way (o a
feeling of extreme sadness.

After half an hour the station-master
returned and asked us what we
proposed to do. We said that if we could
get a bullock-cart on hire we would go
to Goregaon, and if it was nol very far
we would like to start straightaway.
There were many bullock-carts plying
for hire. But my reply to the station-
master that we were Mahars had gone
round among the cartmen and not one
of them was prepared to suffer being
polluted and to demean himself
carrying passengers of untouchable
classes. We were prepared to pay double
the fare but we found money did not
work.

The station-master, who was negotiating
on our behalf, stood silent not knowing
what to do. Suddenly a thought seemed
to have entered his head and he asked
us, “Can you drive the cart?” Feeling
that he was finding a solution for our
difficulty, we shouted, “Yes, we can.”
With that answer he went and proposed
on our behalf that we were to pay the
cartman double the fare and drive the
cart, and that he should walk on foot
along with the cart for the rest of our
journey. One cartman agreed as it gave
him an opportunity to earn his fare and
also saved him from being polluted.

It was about 6.30 pm when we were
ready to start...we put our luggage in
the cart, thanked the station-master,
and got into the cart...Not very far from
the station there flowed a river. It was
quite dry except at places where there
were small pools of water. The owner
of the cart proposed that we should halt
there and have our meal as we might
not get water on our way. We agreed.
He asked us to give a part of his fare

to enable him to go to the village and
have his meal. My brother gave him

some money and he left promising to
return soon.

We were very hungry and glad of the
opportunity to have a bite...We opened
the tiffin basket and started eating.
We needed water to wash things down.
One of us went to the pool of water In
the river basin nearby. But the water
really was no water. It was thick with
mud and urine and excreta of the cows
and buffaloes and other cattle who went
to the pool for drinking. In fact, that
water was not intended for human use.
At any rate, the stink of the water was
so strong that we could not drink it.
We had therefore to close our meal
before we were satisfied and wait for
the arrival of the cartman. He did not
come for a long time and all that we
could do was to look for him in all
directions. Ultimately he came and we
started on our journey...

...By midnight, we reached [a] toll-
collector’'s hut. It was situated on the
foot of a hill...When we arrived, we saw
a large number of bullock-carts there.
all resting for the night. We were
extremely hungry and wanted very
much to eat. But again there was the
question of water. So we asked our
driver whether it was possible to get
water. He warned us that the toll
collector was a Hindu and that there
was no possibility of our getting water
if we spoke the truth and said that we
were Mahars. He said, “Say you are
Mohammedans and try your luck.” On
his advice I went to the toll-collector’'s
hut and asked him if he would give us
some water. “Who are you?” he
inquired. 1 replied that we were
Musalmans. | conversed with him in
Urdu, which I knew very well, so as to



leave no doubt that I was a real
Musalman. But the trick did not work

and his reply was very curt. “Who has
kept water for you? There is water on
the hill if you want to go and get it, I
have none.”

This incident has a very important place
in my life. I was a boy of nine when it
happened. But it had left an indelible
impression on my mind. Before this
incident occurred, I knew that I was
an untouchable and that untouchables
were subjected to certain indignities
and discriminations. For instance, 1
knew that in the school I could not sit
in the midst of my class students
according to my rank but that I was to
sit in a corner by myself. I knew that
in the school I was to have a separate
piece of gunny cloth used by me. I was
required to carry the gunny cloth home
in the evening and bring it back the
next day. While in the school, 1 knew
that children of the touchable classes,
when they felt thirsty, could go out to
the water tap, open it and quench their
thirst. All that was necessary was the
permission of the teacher. But my
position was separate. I could not touch
the tap, and unless it was opened by
a touchable person, it was not possible
for me to quench my thirst.. . All this I
knew. But this incident gave me a shock
such as I never received before, and
it made me think about untouchability
which, before this incident happened,
was with me a matter of course as it

is with many touchables as well as
untouchables.

Points to discuss: \

1. “We were prepared to pay doyy
the fare but we found mop, )
not work,” says Ambedkar, Why
2. Ambedkar tells us that he y
asked to sit separately ip Clagy
without touching anyone else
Have you ever heard of sug
incidents in your schog] o
anywhere else? Do you think sy
things happen today? Is
untouchability still practiced
India?

——

On the website we have a story b
Joopaka Subhadra called “Friendsj
School, Not in the Village” which taly

about how children in school deal wi;
such issues.
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2.5 DIFFERENT MASCULINITIES

The story in this lesson, written by
Mohammed Khadeer Babu, is a more light-
hearted, yet thought-provoking account of
prejudices that a young boy faces in his
village school.

“How I upstaged the ‘Clevers’ of my
class”

Goda Lakshmi and that shorty Arcot
Kalavani would preen no end as they
led the daily prayer. And all for what?
It was just a four line verse on
Vinayaka! With voices really thin and
high pitched, they would pout stylishly
as if pure gold was tumbling out of their
mouths by the kilo. They'd sing each
line, prolong the tune at the end and
then glance coyly at the rest of us who
were to pick it up and sing it in chorus.
With their smug smile, they seemed
to say, “Look at us, we are the ‘clevers’

of the class!” This was their daily
drama.

I burned with resentment and envy
watching their antics. Each day I'd
brood bitterly—wasn’t I fully and equally
capable of leading the prayer song?
Hasn't God given me an equally good
voice? But who would listen to me!

The school headmistress, Rama Devi,
and the English teacher were both very
displeased with me because I was so
irregular. As for the Maths teacher,
Malayadri sir, the only time he ever
touched me or came near me was to
do additions and subtractions with his
cane on my bare back. The social
studies teacher, Rukmini, was kind to
me and I could always wangle a favour
from her but sadly she didn't have the
“authority” to decide who led the prayer
at assembly.

So, all I could do was to hide my pain
and send out a silent threat to those
clevers, “Just you wait, Yyou
smartypants, 1 am going to lead the
prayer one day! Come what may!”

That day, we sat in the classroom after
the morning assembly as usual, when
Rama Devi teacher walked in five
minutes later, her chappals flip-flopping
and announced, “No class today. I'm
busy with the preparations for the
anniversary day.” She added, “All those
who are interested in acting, stand up.”
Even before she finished the sentence,
Kanduri Murali, Kandula Malakonda
Rao, Goda Lakshmi, Parvati, and N.
Manasa, all shot up from their seats.
These were the clevers of the class;
Rama Devi teacher was convinced that
they were capable of doing everything
under the sun!

My heart beat rapidly. I realized that
this was my chance to display my true
prowess, so I stood up slowly.

But Rama Devi smiled as soon as she
saw me. “What will you do? With your
atrocious ‘maaki, meeki’ Telugu! Never
regular to school, but ‘saar’ is
interested in drama now,” she sneered.
(Ever since the last Independence Day
when 1 had asked her if I should
“shatter” the thread I was using to tie
something up. she always sniggered
at my Telugu.)

I sat down crushed while the entire
class laughed with their teeth on full
display. Utter humiliation! It was just
like last year when I was in the fourth
class. The clevers would be allowed to
bunk two classes in the morning and
two in the afternoon session just so
that they could rehearse for the plays
and other events; dumbos like us would
be chained to the class and asked to



our lessons endlessly. However,
t of the dumbos Were better off than
mo's 1 was the lowliest among them.
'11?1-?1; clevers. of course. never talked
to me but even half of the dull buggers
in class hardly said a word to me. They
treated me with utter contempt.

repeat

They always looked down upon me
pecause my uniform was invariably
crumpled and soiled (I felt that my
father deserved the worst punishment
for not getting me a new uniform
despite the fact that 1 pestered him
valiantly for three months. Well, it was
true there was never enough money,
but still he could have done something.)
The class also looked down on me
because | wore my school shorts torn
at the back with a safety pin holding
it together from the inside (my grandma
made this temporary arrangement with
the pin because there was no thread
to sew it). I was the boy who didn't
finish his homework, the one who
wouldn’t have his lunch box ready on
time (that was because lunch wasn't
cooked sometimes). So, they teased me
and poked fun at me all the time—*“The
dimwit who skips school,” “the dumbo
who cannot study.” they'd sing. [ put
up daily with their ragging but the
teacher, Rama Devi's laugh today really
infuriated me.

Am 1 to blame if I don’t know Telugu?
We don't speak the language at home.
No one speaks it in our Kasab galli. In
spite of this, I've been trying my best
to speak Telugu and also learning to
read and write in English and Telugu.
And here was Rama Devi teacher, not
showing the least bit of sympathy,
laughing at me. My blood boiled.

That night 1 slept next to Grandma and
poured my heart out to her, sobbing

all the while. Grandma got really angry,
“Does this teacher know our language
How dare she scold you for being poor
at Telugu.” She hugged me tight ang
cursed Rama Devi teacher roundly.

But I couldn’t sleep the whole night,
My head was abuzz. [ was thinking hard,
“How to avenge my humiliation?” And

then suddenly I remembered Gabbar
Singh!"

I didn't really know much about this
fellow Gabbar and I couldn’t understand
a word he said. And yet, I knew
everything he said by heart. Whenever,
my father could spare the cassette
player from work, he brought it home
and listened to Gabbar Singh’s
dialogues again and again. What if |
recited those dialogues for the

anniversary day? The idea seemed
fantastic to me!

The next day when all the clevers went
for rehearsals, I slipped out of class
and slowly approached the thatched hall
where they were being held. Rama Devi
teacher was all set to shoo me away
with her cane, when Moustache
Subbaraju sir who had arrived just then
spotted me. He called out, “Hello there!

You are Karim's son, aren't you? Why
aren't you in class?”

“lI do have class sir, but I want to act,”
I replied timidly.

| Gabbar Singh is the famous villain of the super hit Hindl film Sholay (1975). Played by actor Amjad
Khan. Gabbar Singh is a dangerous dacoit whose laugh, mannerisms and dialogues from the film

became immensely popular all over the country.
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“Oh, 1 see! And what do you want to
act?” he laughed warmly, his
moustache quivering.

“It's Gabbar Singh, sir! Shall I show
you?” And worried he might say no, I
launched off in a most fearsome voice,
“Kitne aadmi the?” And starting from
there I went through the entire
monologue—I recited the “Goli khaa”
bit and sailed through the loud
guffawing, “Ha Ha Ha . . ." until tears
sprung to my eyes just as they had
come to Gabbar's eyes. And carried on
until I finally came to a halt with “Kab
hai holi . . . holi kab hai.” This
breathless delivery left everyone
including Rama Devi teacher staring
at me wide-eyed and open-mouthed.

As for Subbaraju sir, he was thrilled
to bits.

“Bravo, Son of Karim! You should
definitely do this act for the
anniversary.” Rama Devi teacher stared
speechlessly at him and me by turn.

And thus it was that all the skits and
plays and dance performances that the
clevers put up paled in comparison with
my Gabbar Singh act. I raised a storm
on the stage and walked away with all
the accolades. And do I really need to
add that from then onwards, whenever
Goda Lakshmi from the sixth class was
absent, or when Kalavani came late,
it was 1 who was called upon to lead
the prayer at assembly.

Points to discuss:

considered intelligent.
stupid?

1. Can you remember feeling angry about teacher's favourites or those
who the school assumed were the "clevers" in all contexts and all the
time? Or were you one of the "clevers" yourself?

2. The story is also about competition/ evaluation in our educational
system. It is also a subtle discussion of merit. What does it have to say
about these much debated concepts?.

3. In what way, according to the story, are merit and privilege connected?
4. Education and privilege are important to gain fluency in any language,

whether it is English or Telugu. Those who speak fluently are usually
Is it true? Are all those who don't have fluency




Singaraju Ramadevi's analysis of masculinity in the box below provokes
further thought.

Profile of the Telugu Film Hero: A dangerous model of masculinity

“] know you are wondering whether I'm a good guy or a bad guy! One thing
is for sure, I'm definitely not a good guy.” says the hero of a recent box-
office hit in Telugu.

Most of the recent successful films in Telugu revolve around the themes of
love, enmity, revenge, violence. In fact, the story as such has disappeared
from most films and the importance given to the male protagonist has grown
to such an extent that it subsumes the story and every other character in
the story. The other characters in the narrative either exist to sing his
praises, or to provide a few laughs through their antics. The role of the
antagonist is to ignite the flames of vengeance in the hero’s heart and the

heroine exists as lover or wife to proclaim and reaffirm his sexuality and
masculinity.

e If the hero of the Telugu cinema of yesteryears was criticized for being a
paragon of virtue with hardly any flaws. today's heroes have successfully
laid to rest such criticisms. However, we would be mistaken if we were to
conclude that they are now more realistic or down-to-earth. Far from it,
they are now Pokiri (Vulgar Vagabond), Julaayi (Good-for-Nothing) and Idiot.

» He gets drunk, abuses and beats up people and generally creates a nuisance
in public. (Venky)

e His life’s mission is not to become a lawyer or a collector like it used to
be earlier. Today he dreams of becoming a mafia don and works towards
realizing that dream. (Don Seenu, Business Man)

e He has no respect for the law, even when he himself is a policeman. Very
often, he takes the law into his own hands and goes around beating up and
even killing people. (Temper, Gabbar Singh)

e If the girl he desires is the sister of a rowdy leader, he joins the rowdy
gang, participates in all their illegal and anti-social activities and succeeds
in winning the girl's heart. (Dhee, Loukyam)

e« As for such unhealthy habits as smoking and excessive drinking, our
current heroes are great proponents of these habits. (Don Seenu, Gunde
Jaari Gallanthaiyinde, Resu Gurram and many more...)

And of course. every hero is a muscular strong man (with six packs) who
wields all kinds of weapons from the axe to a gun, drives every mode of
transport from a horse to an aeroplane and can thrash twenty men to pulp
single-handedly, boasting of his super-human masculine prowess all the
while. (Examples abound in all the above mentioned films and more.)
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Housework
THE INVISIBLE LABOUR

3.1 “MY MOTHER DOES NOT
WORK”

We are used to seeing women work
around the house from early in the
morning to late at night. They fetch
and store water, clean the house and
the surroundings, cook, wash everyone's
clothes, take care of the children and
the elderly, and attend to those who
may be sick. All this back-breaking work

~is pulled together in what is called
“housework.”

Women seem “naturally” suited to
housework. Others may “help” them,
but housework is actually their
responsibility. In our society,
womanhood is defined through these
activities. It is common to speak of
women who are not good at these
activities as un-womanly.

In fact we are shocked if all this is
described as “work” because it is
generally considered as an expression
of women's love for the family. They
are not expected to want appreciation,
remuneration or even anything else in
return. The more selfless and service-
oriented a woman is, the better she
is considered. So, even when women
work outside the home and earn money
for the family, they are expected to cook,
take care of everyone, and also work
around the house.

Read the poem in the box. Can you
explain the lines: “The guilt that the
speaker does not feel haunts the reply.”

We all know that there are no such
similar expectations of men. Girls in
a family are required to help with
housework, but not the boys. Men are

expected to earn for the fa
not to share the work aroypgq { Y.y
or to look after the people iy, th h |
Of course some men and g °h
help in the house and do cook O,
numbers may be growing, bu't )
today, that is not generally try f
message that men get fronm 5
that they should not do house
who help in the house mj
laughed at.
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Points to discuss:

1. Do you think this method of
dividing work is fair and just?

2. How does it make women’'s
work around the house “invisible™?

3. Does it give women any
choice? What do you think and
why?

4. Do you think there will be
more of a sense of sharing and
joy in the house if everyone in the
family works together at the
household chores?

The funny thing is that men do all these
activities for money. And when they
work for pay, they specialize in doing
only one thing. We all know Sanjeev
Kapoor, the famous chef, don't we? In
hotels, housekeeping is a postgraduate
specialization. Male nurses, ward boys
and doctors care for the elderly and
sick. Washer people can be both men
and women. Laundries are usually run
by men. Men are tailors.

Let us think about these questions with
the help of the following poem by Vimala,
“Vantillu.” Here, a woman tells the story
of women'’s lives. It's the story of the
poet's mother, and all “mothers’
mothers.” It is her story as well.
History brings no change to women's
lives. What was fun when children
played together, turns into drudgery
for the grown woman who slaves alone.
We never learn the mother's name—
or even the speaker’'s name. The mother
is a ghost who haunts the poet’s
kitchen, her arms turned into spoons
and spatulas. The poet remembers her
as flaring up like a furnace sometimes.
But her anger did not start any
revolution. In fact, despite the lifetime
that women have given to kitchens, the

names engraved, even on the vessels,
are those of their husbands.

Modernity (which, political theory tells
us, promises freedom to all) brings the
poet a fancy kitchen with modern
gadgets. But she remains, like her
mother, a slave to its demands. Even
though some of the details of the poem
may sound specific to some families
and communities (the dalit poet
Challapalli Swaroopa Rani, for
instance, contrasts this kitchen with
the three stones that her people cook
on), it highlights the nature of
compulsion and drudgery in everyday
cooking.

Vantillu (The Kitchen)

I remember the kitchen'’s
flavour upon flavour,

a mouthwatering treasury,
pungence of seasonings,

and the aroma of incense

from the prayer room

next door. Each morning

the kitchen awoke

to the swish of churning butter,
the scraping of scoured pots.
And in the centre, the stove,
fresh washed with mud, painted
and bedecked, all set to burn.

We saved secret money in the
seasoning box; hid sweets too,

and played at cooking with lentils and
jaggery.

We played Mother and Father,

in the magic world of kitchen

that wrapped childhood in its spell.

No longer playground for the grownup
girl

now trained into kitchenhood.
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Like all the mothers
and mothers’ mothers before her, in

the kitchen,

she becomes woman right here.
Our kitchen is a mortuary.
Pans. tins, gunny bags

crowd it like cadavers

that hang amid clouds of damp wood
smoke.

Mother floats, a ghost here,

a floating kitchen herself,

her eyes melted in tears,

her hands worn to spoons,

her arms, spatulas that turn
into long frying pans, and

other kitchen tools.

Sometimes mother glows

like a blazing furnace

and burns through the kitchen,
pacing, restless, a caged tiger,
banging pots and pans.

How easy, they say.

the flick of the ladle and the cooking's
done.

No one visits now.

No one comes to the kitchen
except to eat.

My mother was queen of the kitchen,
but the name engraved on the pots and
pans

Is Father’s.

Luck, they say, landed me in my great
kitchen:

gas stove, grinder, sink, and tiles.

1 make cakes and puddings,

not old-fashioned snacks as my mother
did.

But the name engraved on pots and
pans

is my husband’s.

My kitchen wakes

to the whistle of the pressure cooker,
the whirl of the electric grinder.

I am a well-appointed kitchen myself,
turning round like a mechanical doll.
My kitchen is a workshop, a clattering,

— ‘ —
:Ezy. butcher stall, where | .
serve, clean, and cog Coy
In dreams, my kitchen hg Way,
my artistic kitchen dreamums D“’
the smell of seasonings e‘,ens { I =
N Jag, 9?6,
Damn all kitchens. il
cinders, e Y Khiey by, co*”
the kitchens that steal oyr d 2 ’;:j
drain r <<
our lives, eat our days--ljk, Me;
enormous vulture. v s¥
Let us destroy those kitchens i
that turned us into servin
Let us remove the names gnsglif;:r; Y i
pots and pans. 1.2 Ll
Come, let us tear out these py = Sl
stoves, - 1ot
before our daughters must step R
solitary into these kitchens.
For our children's sakes, >
let us destroy these lonely kitche ox
Translated by B V L NarayanaRex X%
fo-
ax
Points to discuss: =%
1. How do you understand the line =~ "I
“she becomes woman right here® -

Can you relate it to what was
discussed in Unit 2 on
Socialization?

2. Does the poem describe what
happens in your own house also?

If not, can you describe for the
class what happens in your house?

you think this happens?

is it not so?

3. The poet’'s mother sometimes
flares up into a furnace. Does this
happen with your mother? Why do

4. Is the kitchen shown in the poem
always a place of drudgery? When




Did you know?

In every country across the world, men
spend less time on household work than
women. If we compare different
countries, in some (such as Norway and
Finland) they spend more time
compared to others (for example,
Mexico, Turkey, India). But in India they
spend the least amount of time on
housework.

According to a survey done by the
United Nations, Indian women spend
five and a half hours each day on
housework whereas men spend half an
hour to forty five minutes!

Do you know the cost of the economy
of care?

If the 35 crore Indian women were paid
for all the work that they do in and
around the household in India, it would
amount to 29 trillion Indian rupees.

This is 61% of India’'s Gross Domestic
Product!



3.2 «sHARE THE LOAD”

his class. we will read an excerpt_from
In hort essay by Judy Brady. an American
a S'ter that humourously describes what
F:,,rnlea.ns to be a wife—to be in the service
:)f the husband and children without
éxpe’CfU‘g much in return. It shows that the
roles of wife and husband are not equal
and complementary. They are unequal
pecause just by being a husband, a man
has many privileges and personal services.
The essay questions this male privilege in
marriage and also the inequality in a
husband-wife relationship. It forces us to
think about new relationships that can be
more equal and therefore better.

I want a wife!

| belong to that class of people known
as wives. I am A Wife. And, not
altogether incidentally. I am a mother.

Not too long ago a male friend of mine
appeared on the scene fresh from a
recent divorce. He had one child, who
is, of course, with his ex-wife. He is
looking for another wife. As I thought
about him while I was ironing one
evening, it suddenly occurred to me
that I too would like to have a wife.
Why do I want a wife?

[ would like to join new courses (in
college) which will improve my chances
of promotion so that I can become
economically independent, support
myself, and, if need be, support those
dependent upon me. I want a wife who

will work, earn, and send me to these
classes.

And while I am attending the classes,
I want a wife to take care of my
children. | want a wife to make sure
my children eat properly and are kept
clean. I want a wife who will wash the
children's clothes and keep them

mended. 1 want a wife who ig a gog
and nurturing attendant to my Chﬂdre 5
who arranges for their schooling, Makg,
sure that they have an adequate Socl;j
life with their peers, takes them tq th
park, the zoo, etc. I want a wife th
takes care of the children when theJ
are sick, a wife who arranges t, be
around when the children need Speciy
care, because, of course, I cannot mis;
classes. My wife must arrange to log,
time at work and not lose the job.
would be good if my in-laws could joip
us and take care of the children Wwhile
my wife is working.

I want a wife who will take care of my
physical needs. I want a wife who will
keep my house clean, a wife who wil
tidy up after my children, a wife wh
will tidy up after me. I want a wife
who will keep my clothes clean, ironed
mended, replaced when need be, and
who will see to it that my personal
things are kept in their proper place
so that I can find what I need the
minute [ need it.

I want a wife who will take care of my
parents well. When they stay with us,
I want a wife who will take care of their
everyday needs and food preferences.
[ want a wife who will serve them coffee
the way they want it. I want a wife
who will keep the house clean, will
prepare special meals, serve them to
me and my family. I want a wife who
takes care of all the needs of my parents
so that they feel comfortable and who
makes sure that they have everything
I want a wife who welcomes my friends.
cooks for them and serves them. And
[ want a wife who knows that sometimes
I need a night out by myself.

I want a wife who is sensitive to my
sexual needs, a wife who makes love
passionately and eagerly when 1 feel
like it, a wife who makes sure that !




am satisfied. And, of course, | want a
wife who will not demand sexual
attention when I am not in the mood
for it. I want a wife who assumes
complete responsibility for birth control,
because 1 do not want more children.

If. by chance, I find another person
more suitable as a wife than the wife
I already have, I want the liberty to
replace my present wife with another
one. Naturally, I will expect a fresh,
new life; my wife will take the children
and be solely responsible for them so
that I am left free.

When I am through with my new course
and have a job, I want my wife to quit
working and remain at home so that
my wife can more fully and completely
take care of a wife’'s duties. My God,
who wouldn't want a wife?

Points to discuss:

1. Why does Judy Brady exclaim
“My God! Who wouldn't want a
wife?”

2. Can you list three important
aspects of being a good wife from
the extract above?

3. Can you list three important
aspects of being a good husband
from the above extract?

4. Are your two lists above
different, or the same? If they are
not, why do you think they are or
they are not?

Share the load

As you have seen in the earlier lesson
as well as in the section above, there
is an enormous amount of work that a
wife and a mother do which most people
generally do not consider as “work.”
Read, for instance, the lists of
household work in the boxes that follow.
Not all kinds of work may be relevant
in our different contexts, but we do
get a sense of the sheer volume of work
that needs to get done to keep a house
running smoothly. You may also have
seen some recent advertisements that
try to raise this issue in a thoughtful
manner. Take a look, for example, at
the series of advertisements for
household products that Havells brought
out on housework in 2014, titled
“Respect for Women,” on our website,
or on <www.youtube.com> on your own.
Similarly, see an advertisement for a
washing powder titled “Is laundry only
a woman'’s job? Share the Load.” More
importantly, we can see that
housework, by mnature, is not
necessarily suited to women alone.
Actually, we can see clearly that
housework can be easily and equally
well-handled by men, whether married
or not. In fact, the Havells series of
advertisements are telling us that
marriage is not simply about living
together but about friendship.
companionship, and jointly sharing
everything, including housework—we
need to move ahead of earlier models
of marriage where only women served
their husbands and families.



Daily household chores - morning

Clean the yard/front portion and
put kolam/muggu

Pick up the milk packets and
newspaper

Clean the kitchen counters and
mop

Clear remains from last evening's
dishes and put them for wash
Cut vegetables, boil milk, prepare
tea/coffee

Cook breakfast and coffee and
serve

Cook lunch and pack boxes for
children and adults

Cook an extra meal for the
children after they return from
school

Make up the beds - yours and
children’s

Clean the dining table, reading
tables and beds of litter, pencils,
papers, books and gadgets

Sort the clothes to be washed and
soak them/put them in the
machine

Put the trash out to be picked up
Water the plants

Clean/wash bathrooms - yours
and children’s

Daily household chores - evening

Help children complete homework
Drop them at the hobby class and
pick them up

Prepare dinner and serve
Gather dried clothes, fold them,
sort them for ironing

Plan the next day’s meals and
make necessary preparations
(soak, cut and preserve, set curd)
Take out the washed dishes and
put them away

Clean kitchen (counter)

Housework Routine—Weeklm

Bedrooms

Strip beds & wash all bedding
Clean all surfaces & dusgg
ornaments & pictures

Clean mirrors

Dust light shades

Vacuum clean mattress
Vacuum clean window vents
Vacuum clean skirting boards
Vacuum clean floors

Make beds with fresh cleap
bedding

Bathrooms

Put towels and bathmats into the
wash

Clean toilet

Clean sink, bath and shower
Clean mirrors

Wipe down tiles

Vacuum clean window vents
Vacuum clean skirting boards
Vacuum clean floors

Mop floor

Put out fresh towels & bathmat

Stairs & Landings

Dust pictures & ornaments

Dust /wipe spindles & banisters
Dust light shades |
Vacuum clean skirting boards
Vacuum clean floors

Vacuum clean stairs

Living Rooms - Lounge / Dining |
/ Conservatory

Wash all cushion covers / throws
Dust all surfaces, pictures &
ornaments

Dust lamps & light shades

Clean coffee & side-tables
Recycle unwanted magazines & |
newspapers l
Vacuum clean sofa

Vacuum clean window vents
Vacuum clean underneath sofa
Vacuum clean floor & rugs




Hallway

Dust pictures & ornaments
Dust light shades

Vacuum skirting boards
Vacuum floors

Mop floors

Kitchen

Wipe down work surfaces &
cupboard/ drawer fronts

Clean kitchen windowsill

Clean hob & wipe down the oven
Empty toaster tray & clean toaster
Clean microwave inside & out
Clean bread bin inside & out
Wipe down & clean small
appliances on kitchen work tops
Scrub kitchen sink

Wipe down large appliances
Clean kitchen table & chairs
Wipe down kitchen bin

Vacuum clean light shades

Vacuum clean window vents
Vacuum clean skirting boards
Vacuum clean floor

Mop floor

Toilet

Put towels into the wash
Clean toilet

Clean sink

Dust light shades

Wipe down tiles

Vacuum clean window vents
Vacuum clean skirting boards
Vacuum clean floors

Mop floors

Put out fresh towels

Other

Check food stocks
Check household stocks
Plan menu

Write shopping lists

ASSIGNMENT

You have seen in the boxes above
detailed lists of daily household
and weekly tasks. These lists
demonstrate the kind of pressure

that housewives experience to
maintain the house. Prepare
similar lists of household tasks,
both daily and weekly, followed in
your family or that of someone you
know.

Read the incident narrated in the
following box. Do you think things
are different for women from
different socio-economic, caste,
class and community backgrounds?
Why?

Go to our website and read Abburi
Chaya Devi's “Srimathi — Udyogini”
there. Discuss with your
classmates how this story
compares with the stories shown
in the advertisements mentioned
above.
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You may become the first Indian woman CEO of Pepsico. Even they
your priority should be to buy milk for the household!
This is about 14 years ago...And I got a call about 9.30 in the night from th
existing chairman and CEO at that time. He said, Indra, we're goip
announce you as president and put you on the board of directors., |
home at about 10, got into the garage, and my mother was waiting at the
top of the stairs. And I said, “Mom, I've got great news for you.” She saiq
“Let the news wait. Can you go out and get some milk?” So like a dutjfui
daughter, I went out and got the milk and came back...I banged it on the
counter and I said, “I had great news for you. I've just been told that I'm
going to be President on the Board of Directors. And all that you want me
to do is to go out and get the milk, what kind of a mom are you?” And she
said to me, "Let me explain something to you. You might be president
PepsiCo. You might be on the board of directors. But when you enter thjg
house, you're a wife, you're a daughter, you're a daughter-in-law, you're 3
mother.”

(Indra Nooyi, Chairman of Pepsico, 1st July 2014.)




